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The City of Biggs actively protects the natural environment through
preservation and enhancement obpen space, natural resowes, and
agriculture. The City preserves the natural landscapeby conserving
agricultural land and by providing accessible naturatreation areasfor
all residents The community enjoy$resh water, clean air, and numerous
recreation options

I.  INTRODUCTION

The areas in and around th€ity of Biggs and th€ity of Biggs Planning Area contain an
abundance of open spas€lhese pen spaceareasprovide habitat and movement corridors for
wildlife, as well asoptions forrecreationand educationand help to create the visualesthetic

of the City and enhance the overglliality of lifefor residents The Conservation and Recreation
Hement, a legally required element, is included
in this General Plan to address issues related to
open space, including City parks, recreatiang

a broad range of natural resoee issues.

In addition to discussingpen spaceparks and
recreation resowces, this element will also
discuss m important issue to theCity of Biggs
area: agriculture. Amounting to approximately
4,000 acres, agricultural lands comprise the vast
majority of land use within the Planning Area and
are the most significant componerof the cA (i @ Q &
economy.

Because agriculture is such an important component df ietaRainy and geographic area,
conversion of agricultural lands into nonagricultural purposes must be considered carefully and
allowed only as a result of logical and ongleplanning. It is also important that any farmland
conversion result in an efficient use of land so as to minimize the need for further conversion.

Overview

This Conservation and Recreation Element is a required element of the the General Plan
pursuantto the requirements ofSection 65302(d) of the Government Code. Thgservation

and Recreation IEment combines the required General Plan Conservation and Open Space
elements as described in Sections 65302(d) and (e) of the Government Code and adds
information and policies convering recreation resources in the Cifjhis element provides
context and setgoals and policies for the use and acquisition of opgace and therotection
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of biological resorces, air quality, water resaoes, and agricultureTheelementis organized
into sectiors addressing the following five topics:

e Open Space and Parks
e Agricultural Resawes
¢ Biological Resaues
e Water Resorces and Water Quality
e Air Quality
[I. 1SSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Open Space and Parks

Open space nobnly functions to preserve habitat and natural resoes but also allows visual

and physical access to those resms and their associated recreational opportunities. Human

beings are drawn to open space as a respite fromhhi#t urban landscapeBoth developed

parklands and undeveloped natural features establish areas around which neighborhoods and

OAGASAa INB 2FiSy OSYGSNBR 2NJ 2NASYGSR® hLISy: aLl Of
urban development and the beginning ofireas of agricultural poduction resouce

managementor resource production

The City of Biggs is in a unique position with respect to its parks, recreatidnopen space

planning. Citizens benefit from Gipyovided andR S @St 2 LISR 0 2 NJréedas Wil S RE 0 NB
as from a range of additional regional resmes includingthe Oroville Afterbay, the Oroville

Wildlife Area, the Feather Rivesndlocalwildlife refuges, all located within D miles of thecity.

While there area number ofchallengeswith N5 3 NR  { 2 rovisigréand/opeipiotbs  LJ
recreation facilities and servicessanificantrange ofopportunities stensfrom thecA 1 @ Q& a Yl f €
size and existing recreational assets. These existing facilities, which are detailed beloge provi

the appropriate amount of raeational lands to meet the needs fparks, recreationand open

space of A ZFeldreddt andfuture residents.

Existing Facilities ; g
Because of ke compact nature of the City 0

distance (approximately one-half mile) of an
existing park.The City currentlyprovidesthree ]
parks and has one piece of properyr which =g
recreation options may exisfsee Table ®1).
Additional park and recreation facilities in the
Biggs area are provided by the Biggs Unifi¢

School District. Figure OR1 depicts the ™
approximately 10 acres of parks and facilitiesavailable to Biggs citizens.
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TABLE CR-1: EXISTING PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Park Sites Acreage

City of Biggs Facilities

Community Parks Rio Bonito Park 3.0
Neighborhood Parks Family Park 1.1
I Downtown Park 0.1
Trent Street Lot 0.3
Linear Parks o} 0.0
City of Biggs Acreage 4.5
Shared Facilities
Community Parks Rio Bonito Park 4.2
Neighborhood Parks Cork Oak Park 1.0
Pocket Parks o} 0.0
Linear Pa rks o} 0.0
Other Facilities Schords Pool 0.3
Shared Facilities Acreage 5.5
Total 10.0

Source: City of Biggs 2010

City of Biggs Facilities

Family Park:Family Park is locatedn the west
side of the railroad tracksSt aid 2§
downtown. The approxrnately 1-acre park
contains a gazebo, turf areas, picnic tables, &
OK A f RIABWYULEre a skate areaanda half-
court basketball court

Downtown Park The prk is 0.tacre passive [
recreation area locatedon the north side of B
Street between Sixthand Seventh streets.

Downtown Rrk featuresturf areas andseating
andis a gathering spdor public events
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Trent Street LotThe Trent Street Lot is a Ga@re parcel located on the south side of the city.
The lot has been designated by the City of Bigg a future playground site. The front portion of
the site is currently available to the public as open space; however, no improvements are
present.

Shared Facilities

Rio Bonito Parkimproved in 200¢2008 through a publiprivate partnership with SunWes
Milling Company and the Biggs Unified School District, Rio Bonito Park is a shared facility on and
adjacent to the Biggs High School campus. Thedr@ park includes two baseball diamonds,
which are used and maintained by the Biggs Unified Schooliddisthe Citydeveloped and
-maintained portion of the site is approximately 3 acres in size and includes bathroom facilities,
pedestrian areas, a play structure area, picnic amenities, and a lighted parking area.

Cork Oak ParkThis small park is locateon the

high school campus, adjacent to the community
A6AYYAY3I LR2f o0{OK2NRa t22ft0 |
maintained by the School District. Approximately

1 acre in size, this park provides picnic tables,

horseshoe pits, and turf amid a former cork oak

orchard.

{ OK2NRA& {6AYYACZANyS2reide o0/ {! om0
Area (CSA) 31 encompasses approximately 85
square miles in western Butte County. CSAs are
S8 often established by counties to provide
authority and funding for recreational, infrastructure, and other improvenseahd services in
unincorporated areas. CSA 31, which was formed in 1967 to provide swimming pool facilities to
GKS FTNBFX 2LISNIGSa yR YFAyldlAya {OK2NRa t22fod ¢
and secondary schools on the eastern side of themaoinity.
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CONSERVATION ANDREATION ELEMENT

Figure CR -1:
Parks and Recreation Facilities




